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COCHISE 


At the request of QA-Analytical services [1], the microbial 
quality of cochise samples from a potential new supplier was 
investigated [2]. Water activity (aw) values of about 0.6 were 
found: for the new supplier samples compared to (aw) of 0.3 in FTR 
and US supplier Neal products. For (aw) below 0.6 the microbial 
risks are low, with, the exception of certain osmotolerant fungi. 
The microbial profiling o^ the samples revealed a relatively high 
bacterial count of 3 x 10 per gram. Values are however 
comparable to results obtained recently on FTR samples. An 
average of 6 x l(j yeasts/gram was found in the new supplier 
samples but none: ini the controls. This spoilage could result from 
a contamination of the shell before grinding or could have 
evolved in the final product. Microbial changes in samples will 
be checked during storage. 


INVERT SUGAR 


Three invert sugar samples, ex PMG-Berlin taken from gas producing 
drums were analysed for their microbial content [3]. Less than 
100 microorganisms/grami of sugar, including 30 yeasts, were 
found. This microbial contamination cannot be considered: to be 
responsible for the formation of gases. 


ML EX SENEGAL AND IVORY COAST 


Taste differences between ML cigarettes produced in Senegal and 
Ivory Coast from the same US BBS were reported [4]. At the 
request of EEMA [5], both cigarettes were analysed for their 
microbial content in order to determine a: possible microbial 
implication. 
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The microbial content! of ML ex Senegal was similar to ML ex FTR 
i.e. 2.5 x ICr bacteria/gram, 40% spores and 95% B. pumilus. 

With ten times more bacteria (2.3 x 10- ) , 100% spores and 97% 

B. subtilis as the predominant strain, the profile of ML ex Ivory 
Coast was completely different. B. subtilis, normally a minor 
strain in tobacco, is known to supplant the other strains if 
propitious humidity conditions; are met. Following this 
indication, storage conditions of cut filler in Ivory Coast 
primary (more than 2 hours at OV of 20% before drying) could be 
identified as a critical processing step [6]i. 
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